OCR’s Holiday Assistance Program A Success!

T’was the Night before Christmas and all through
the house, not a creature was stirring, not even a
mouse...because many parents had participated in
our Giving Tree program. Volunteers, donors and
caring citizens had been hard at work shopping
and organizing gifts so that children, the elderly
and disabled adults would have gifts to help them
have a very Merry Christmas.

This past December we assisted 266 Families.
This represents 660 individuals including 23 adults
and 637 children. This is the largest number of
people that we have ever assisted through our Giv-
ing Tree program. We thank everyone that helped
us create such a happy day for 266 Families.

Ten children in our community went
Christmas Shopping to the Owasso
Wal-Mart with Owasso Police Officers.

The children had a wonderful time pur-
+ chasing items for themselves and their
& families. This event brings the opportu-
nity for children to have a positive and
8 fun experience with local police officers
as they walk together through Wal-Mart
aisles full of toys. We thank the Owasso
Police Department for working with us
again this year, as we together created
happy memories for children during the
Holidays!
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By The Numbers:

OCR provided Food
Assistance to 837 client
households in the year
2010 which equals
$30,144 (at $10 per
Bag)

890 families were helped
through our Emergency
Utility Assistance in the
year 2010.

In 2010, OCR made pos-
sible for 304 individuals
in our area to receive
needed counseling ser-
vices through our part-
nerships with major coun-
seling programs in Tulsa.

Please contact Pat Hardy
at 272-4969 or
phardy@owassohelps.org
if you would like to
receive our newsletter
via e-mail
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CASINO NIGHT

Benefiting Owasso Community Resources
Saturday, April 9, 2011

Owasso Community Re- [
sources will be holding our
Annual Spring Benefit on
Saturday, April 9, 2011, at
Bailey Educational Foun-
dation Auditorium at Bai-
ley Medical Center. All
proceeds from the Casino
Night themed event will
support the programs pro-
vided to many families in
our community. Guests
will be entertained with a
variety of Table Games
hosted by professional
dealers mCludmg Craps, Benefit Committeel(-R): Michelle Stang, Barbara Owens, Past-President, Nadia
Black JaCk, Roulette and Guevara, Executive Director, Lesa Smaligo, and Yolanda Charney.

Texas Hold’em and live

auction. Tickets to our Annual Spring Benefit are available at Owasso Community
Resources for $100 per person/$150 per couple. If you purchase your tickets prior to
March 1, 2011 you will receive reduced ticket pricing of $75 per person/$125 per
couple. With the purchase of each ticket, guests will receive $50 in Casino Fun
Money. The goal is to raise $60,000.00 at this year’s Benefit for our 2011 programs.
Sponsorships and donations for our silent and live actions are needed. For questions
or additional information please contact Nadia Guevara at 918-272-4969.

OCR Job Board

Owasso Community Resources lobby job board continues to be a popular job search

destination for our clients. The job board includes current job leads throughout the

month while highlighting employers that are recruiting more heavily. Tear away tags

' - e P T Vigg = A€ provided to job seekers for each job lead

~om "™Mas - posted. In addition, the board features other

~ helpful resources such as a list of current and
practical online job search engines, local em-
ployment agencies, Workforce Oklahoma em-

' ployment office, and local library resources for
free internet service. We are encouraging busi-

- nesses in the area to inform us of any job open-
ings. You can make it possible for someone in
our community get a job and be able to provide

for thelr family. Call our office at 918-272-4969 for questions or information on job

opportunities. Join us in this effort!!

S TUry




Live & Silent
Auction!

Saturday, April 9, 2011 6:00 p.m.

Bailey Education Foundation
10502 North 110th East Avenue Owasso, OK
Tickets are $100 each / $150 Couple

Each ticket includes $50 in Casino Fun Money!
Gt Youw Tickals Now!

www.OwassoHelps.com

918-272-4969

Volunteer Opportunities

Bilingual volunteers needed.

Need service hours for school, secondary or college, or civic

requirement? Contact us for details and availability.
Annual Spring Benefit is Saturday, April 9"

Volunteers are needed in the following positions:
Soliciting auction items
Decorate and take down
Monitor silent auction
Check out of guests

Registration of guests
Live auction runner
Photography

Sign up early for desired spots.
Contact us at 918-272-4969 or llane@owassohelps.org
for more details.

Preparation of decorations

A Big Thank You to Our
Gold Star Sponsors!

Lynn and Barbara Owens

TRUCKS

CASE MANAGER CORNER

James and Patty have four children and have lived in
Collinsville for years. The family is struggling. These
days, James and Patty are making some of the most
difficult decisions they’ve ever tackled. James is a hard
working man who had always provided a comfortable
lifestyle for his family. He worked many years for a
construction company but jobs are now scarce. His in-
come is not consistent and Patty has now only been
able to work part-time. Two years ago, they never
imagined having the need to visit OCR. James shares
that “usually, things go better for us and we’ve support
helping organizations but this has been a tough year”.
After renegotiating with the mortgage company as
many times as possible, the family of six moved into a
/ two bedroom rental home. At the same time, Patty’s
# vehicle was reposed. Hopeless for losing their home
and struggling month after month, Patty hugged her
two youngest children as she tearfully explained that
their utilities were about to be cut-off. At this time, all
she could say was: “How do you decide if you are go-
ing to eat...or be warm.....or take showers” before she
bursts into tears.

For over 14 years, we have been blessed with the op-
portunity to help thousands of people in need. This is a
challenging time for OCR. Many families are consis-
tently struggling to make ends meet. We see many new
faces coming through our doors. And it is unfortunate,
at times, to see people evicted from homes or utilities
cut off because of a lack of resources within the house-
hold and the community. Our basic needs program is
available to help families like James and Patty. We are
able to prevent the disconnect of their utilities and en-
sure that the family will have at least an additional
month to secure other financial resources. Families are
also provided with enough groceries for all family
members to last throughout the week.

We can do this together, Become a Friend of OCR,
a monthly contribution to our programs helps
many in our community, for information contact
Nadia Guevara at 918-272-4969.




P. O. Box 2280
109 N. Birch #109
Owasso, OK 74055

Phone: 918 -272-4969
Fax: 918-609-0012
www.Owassohelps.org

Investing in our
community...
One life at a time!
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OCR does to help our community?
Follow us on Facebook!

Top Ten

Items Needed
in the OCR Food Pantry

OCR through PayPal
on our website!

PayPal

Oionate

You can donate directly to

Jelly

Size 4 diapers
Spaghetti Sauce
Hamburger and Chicken Helper
Canned Chicken
Spam

Canned Stew

Corn Bread
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Microwave Popcorn

10. Instant Potatoes




